Morgan Tire Site - Cleanup Operations Completed 
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The final phase of work is complete at the Morgan Tire Cleanup Site in Mechanicsville, St. Mary's County, MD. The Morgan site is part of a Statewide effort by Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to cleanup all remaining tire dumps and stockpiles. Maryland Environmental Service (MES) serves as Project Manager for tire cleanup projects that are not self-mitigated by the property owner through legal action by the State's Attorney General's Office. The Cleanup was funded by the State Used Tire Cleanup and Recycling Fund.

MES and its Contractor, The Dirt Express Company of Glen Burnie, MD began operations in October 2007 as a straightforward cleanup and restoration of an estimated 80,000 tires on three acres of wooded ravines. Soon after cleanup operations began, however, cleanup crews discovered the pile contained a buried lift of "pancaked" tires.

After reviewing site conditions, MES and MDE revised their tire estimate to 160,000 tires. Additional funding was required to dispose of the greater quanitity of tires. MDE thus sought, and obtained Board of Public Works approval to complete the job.

Tire removal and disposal was complete by March 2008. Without the tires present, the gaping hole in the hillside presented an erosion problem. MES solved the unstable slope issue by importing and placing several hundred yards of fill dirt.

MES worked with its design Engineer, KCE Engineering, Inc. to layout a series of 3 earthen benches at 2:1 slope with a rip rap drainage channel collecting flow into a stilling basin at the ravine bottom. Earthwork and vegetative stabilization was completed by October 2008, achieving a stable site without slope erosion or sediment discharge off of the site.

The finishing touch was to plant 0.9 acres of 2'-3' tree whips to satisfy the forest conservation requirements for the project. Tree planting was completed in December 2008 and tree maintenance will continue for two years to ensure adequate tree survival.



